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that Prussia would still further increase her might at their
cost

" Austria has various means at her disposal for the
maintenance and furtherance of these arrangements. . . .
In compliance with long-established custom the nobility
of southern and central Germany enters the Austrian
service in considerable number, having but small prospect of
advancement in its native countries, whilst the efforts and
qualifications requisite for obtaining moderate promotion are
not so arduous or various in Austria as they are in the other
Federal States. Austria meets them half way in this par-
ticular direction. As soon as the relatives of an influential
official, Minister or Envoy, attain the age at which a decision
may be arrived at respecting their career, they are beset with
brilliant offers emanating from Austrian sources; and it has
occurred that lads of sixteen, who have never seen a
regiment in their lives, have received officers7 commissions
without having even asked for them. Once berthed in
Austria they serve as hostages for their fathers' pliancy, and
also to keep up communications in Austria's interest with
their kinsmen in Germany holding positions at Court or in
the State service. Of the Envoys to the Federal Diet, for
instance, those of Saxony, Darmstadt, Nassau, Brunswick,
and another State cleave more closely to Austria than to
their own Governments, and serve her to the best of their
ability in all their official transactions. . . . The Bavarian is
a conscientious man, but his Austrian family connections and
Catholicism (which he imports into politics) make him an
1 unwitting sympathiser with Austria. Many of the Ministers
and Court Officials in the petty States are similarly situated;
and even in Prussia connections of this description exist,
which render it easy for Austria to keep herself well-informed
upon all * intimate' occurrences." The importance of such